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PRACTICE DAY QUOTES – BYU 
 
Coach Jeff Judkins 

Opening Statement 
"First of all, we're excited to be here. It's something that my team has really never experienced, 
except for probably me since a few years ago we went to the Sweet 16, so we're excited to 
make it this far. We feel very excited about it, and I think we want to come out and play our kind 
of basketball and prove to not just UConn, but a lot of other people that we have a very good 
team and a great league. I know my team's been waiting for this a long time. We're excited to be 
here in Lincoln. This is a beautiful facility and it's really a great basketball town. We'll come out 
and get ready to go. We're excited for the competition, playing the number one team. I have a 
lot of respect for Geno (Auriemma), I've known him for a long time. He's what everybody is 
trying to emulate a little bit, so it'll be a great challenge for us." 
On how daunting it is to play a team that's won 42 consecutive games: 
"It's very intimidating. They’ve been here every year, so they're not nervous or excited probably 
as much as we are. I just have to get my team to come out and play their game and not worry 
about that. I think this is what basketball is all about. Basketball is a crazy game that way. 
Anybody on any given night, a team can be off, foul trouble, injury, some team can be really on, 
so you just don’t know. They’ve definitely dominated this year, really the last two years. I was 
fortunate a few years ago to play against them with their really good team they had with Maya 
Moore and (Renee) Montgomery. We hung with them for a while and then their experience and 
talent ended up getting us, but my girls have heard it. I've tried telling them as a coach to just go 
out there, play your game and not worry about it and we'll see what happens." 
 

On how Coach Geno Auriemma has built the program at UConn and what's enviable about it 
"Well first of all, he gets the best players in the country. That doesn’t hurt. It's like if we were 
going to go for a race and you were driving a Porsche and I'm driving a truck, you have a better 
chance of winning. But I think one thing he does better than anybody that I've seen that I've 
coached against is his teams are well-prepared, they execute perfectly and they take advantage 
of what they think they can do. There's no question their two bigs are physical, tall, athletic, 
skilled and then (Breanna) Stewart is the best player in the country, the most versatile player in 
the country. She can shoot it, she can put the ball on the ground, she can post, she can 
rebound, and he does a great job of mixing his team to that. Then he takes these other players 
who are stars and lets them realize that it's a team effort and he meshes that together. And last 
but not least, his kids play hard. They play hard. In games, I'm sure in practice they play hard. 
And that’s how we play. I'm not as fortunate, I don’t get to sign the top players every year, but 
we try to play very similar. We try to play hard, we try to play together, we try to have inside 
presence along with outside presence, we try to defend physically, we push the ball, if we don't 
have, we run plays, we execute. So I think that’s the secret. People don’t realize that it's all the 
small things, it's the fundamentals, it's all those things. And another thing, he's a gamer. He's 
coached in big games. He knows what to do in situations, how to prepare his team the best. I 
think my experience has been great because I coached at Utah for a number of years under 
Rick Majerus and we went to the NCAA Tournament, so I have a pretty good feel about how 
you deal with certain practices and how you push your team. That experience really helps 



 

sometimes. I just have to get my team to go out there and believe they can play them and don’t 
get beat right off the bat by the name UConn on it. Just go out and play and really play your 
game. And you have to make baskets. You have to make baskets against them, and if you 
don’t, it's a long night." 
 
On the anticipated reception he expects to receive from Nebraska fans after beating Nebraska 
in the previous round 
"I hope we're not the villain. I hope they cheer for us and realize that we played a great game 
and Nebraska, their team is awesome. I was really impressed with them watching them and 
definitely playing them. Like I said, basketball is crazy, that's why you just never know, but I 
hope that they cheer for us and support us, know that we beat their team and that hopefully we 
can get some good fan support and get some energy. It's hard, it's really hard to beat somebody 
and their season is over with, because every team that gets to the NCAA Tournament is a very 
good team. You’ve had a lot of success for the past five months, and then all of sudden it comes 
down to two weeks, three weeks. But we're excited to be here. We've heard a lot about this 
arena. We heard a lot about being in the Big Ten, the tradition that Nebraska has and I know 
(Nebraska Head Coach) Connie (Yori) said to me 'Hey, I'll be at your game and I'll be cheering 
for you,' so I'm excited about that and hopefully we can represent our area very well." 
 

On the extra dimension a healthy Kaleena Mosqueda-Lewis adds to UConn 
"I wish she was still hurt. I think what she brings is that she's a great outside shooter and can 
shoot NBA threes on a dime. In the transition, she's a major part of that. And now she's getting 
in better shape. She's becoming more of a threat in the post and really driving. Who do you 
stop? You have all these players. You think what zone? Well, you zone UConn and she comes 
out and hits five threes on you and then it's over. She causes a lot of problems that way, and I 
think secondly, she's a gamer. She plays good in big games. The tapes I've watched, when they 
need to get a basket, sometimes she's the one they go to. She causes a lot of problems. I know 
she's not in the shape that she probably wants to be in, but you don’t have to be in that good of 
shape to shoot three-pointers if you can move and get screens. I saw her in high school, and of 
course we tried to recruit her, but we didn’t have the opportunity to get in her top five. One of the 
players on my team is very good friends with her, so it'll be a great matchup when they go 
against each other." 
 

On making it to the Sweet 16 and the task ahead in facing UConn 
"First of all, nobody thought we'd be here or we wouldn’t have been rated 12th. We beat a really 
good North Carolina State team that I thought was very well-coached and the best inside 
players that I've seen in a long time, and then we turnaround and play Nebraska which was 
totally the opposite. They were more a perimeter team. Execution, ran their stuff, went through 
mismatches. Both teams defensively were different. North Carolina State was aggressive on us. 
Nebraska tried to play the percentages and pack it in, so we really had to come through this 
area in a totally different way. Would I want to play UConn now? No. I'd rather play them for the 
championship game and know we got to the Final Four, but everybody knows that you have to 
go through UConn to win a championship right now in women's basketball. You play them now 
or you play them in the championship, you're gonna have to eventually meet them." 

 
BYU Players: Lexi Eaton, Jennifer Hamson, Kim Beaston 
On how daunting of a task it is to face UConn 
Eaton: “Obviously, it is a task; they’re a great team and coached very well. I think that we have 
to focus on ourselves and prepare ourselves as much as we can to go out there and compete. 
That’s all it really comes down to. You can’t get caught up in all of the outside things. We have 
to focus on the moment and realize that it only takes one day, it only takes one game.” 



 

 
On the blocking capabilities of both teams 
Hamson: “Shot blocking is my favorite part of the game; I love it. The big thing is that my team is 
good too. In our last few games we’ve had well-rounded blocked shots and stuff. UConn is good 
at it too. They have the size and the ability. I think it will be fun to see how it goes. At least we 
are used to it a little bit playing it at practice against each other.” 
 
On if they draw inspiration on the NC State game years ago 
Beaston: “It’s funny that you say that because we’ve actually talked about it quite a bit. We’ve 
talked about it and anything can happen in one night. It’s just a matter of us going out there and 
playing our best and doing all that we can to showcase our talents and why we’re here. I think 
we’ve kind of been underrated the whole season so it has been really nice to come to such an 
incredible tournament and be able to be playing our best basketball. I really do think that we 
kind of peaked at the perfect time, so we’re excited.” 
 
On the challenges of being a two-sport athlete with basketball and track 
Eaton: “For me it’s not really too much of a challenge just because I feel like high jump and 
basketball are so complementary of each other. Two years ago I was told to take a break, but 
after a couple days I didn’t want to sit around anymore so I just got right into it. I find it very 
complementary and the coaches are very good about supporting me with that. All that matters is 
just staying healthy. As long as I’m healthy, I can do high jump. The university is very supportive 
of two-sport athletes. Jennifer plays volleyball and they really make it work. If you are good 
enough to do both then they say why not.” 
 
On what UConn will do to take her out of her groove 
Hamson: “They might do a couple of things. Things a lot of teams try to do is push me out and 
get me far away from the block. Other teams will double team; they will front me and have 
someone play behind as well. People have played me that way before so I’m just excited to see 
what they’re going to do and just be ready for it.” 
 
On if the team expected to be where they are right now when they first saw the bracket 
Beaston: “Obviously, we hoped for the best. We knew that both NC State and Nebraska were 
great teams. I’d never imagined ever playing UConn. Getting here has been just the perfect way 
to go out, both Jennifer and I are seniors. It couldn’t mean more to be playing such a high 
caliber team. More than anything, I think that we just want to go out and prove that we can play 
with the big dogs. As far as thinking that we’d be here for the tournament, I think that we didn’t 
necessarily know that we’d be in the Sweet 16, but we knew that we could come in and make 
some noise in this tournament. That’s what we’re doing.” 
 
On if volleyball’s rising popularity is diluting basketball talent 
Hamson: “I’m not so sure, I wouldn’t know the answer but it could be. I know that, for my high 
school at least, if you were tall then you’d play volleyball since we had such a great program 
there. Sometimes I think it can be that way but, I don’t know, I think there’s a lot of girls out there 
who just love the game of basketball. You know, you do what you do.” 
 
On the reception of their team on campus 
Beaston: “It’s been great. They’ve been so supportive and more than I actually realize, which is 
so great. Like you said, a lot of people have been stopping and congratulating our team and 
how well we’ve been doing. It’s been fun to see that support from the university.” 
 



 

On being the Cinderella team and get media attention in preparation for a nationally televised 
game 
Eaton: “It’s been really special for us and we’re really excited for the exposure to get BYU’s 
name out there and just to really show what we’re all about and what BYU’s all about. It makes 
it a huge experience. We’ve been a part of the NIT before, and it’s nothing like this. The NCAA 
Tournament is really special and we want to make it special.” 
 

Locker Room Quotes 
Morgan Bailey, BYU Forward 
On what you’ve seen from UConn… 
“We watched the game against Saint Joseph's. They’re a very talented team. It’s going to be 
exciting.” 
 
On having the right attitude entering this game… 
“The whole theme of this tournament for us is to come in with no fear. Being a 12 seed and 
playing some amazing teams, it’s hard to look past the numbers. You see UConn, and you 
know they’re a powerhouse. We’re just going in with no fear, and I have the most confidence in 
my team. If we just play our game, we can be in a good position.”  
 

Xojian Harry, BYU Guard 

On where the team has improved the most this season… 
“Our chemistry on the court this year is unreal. I think it stems from off the court, because we’re 
best friends. That has translated so well into every part of our game to where we trust each 
other. No matter what, we’re going to be there to back each other up.”  
 
On the underdog role… 
“When we found out that we were a 12 seed, we accepted the challenge. We didn’t want to be 
content with just getting to the tournament. We wanted to make some noise and win games.”  
 
On wanting the opportunity to play UConn… 
“That’s why we play the game, to compete and accept big challenges. It’s a great opportunity to 
play the best team in the country. What an awesome opportunity to test our skills as a team 
against the best team in the country.”  
 

Kylie Maeda, BYU Guard 
On the progression of this year’s team… 
“Since our conference tournament loss, we focused our attention on team defense, and I think 
our team has improved since then. I think we’re playing the best ball we’ve played all season, 
and it’s a perfect time for us to start peaking.”  
 
On focusing on the right things entering this game… 
“We need to remember that they’re just like us. Everyone makes mistakes and has 
weaknesses. We just need to focus on playing our game and focus on controlling the things we 
can control instead of concentrating on all of their accomplishments.”  
 
On how the coaching staff has pushed the team late in the year… 
“They have been awesome. After our loss to Gonzaga, they reminded us that we were going to 
have another game. We needed to remember that feeling after we lost, because we never 
wanted to feel that way again. They helped us refocus on the little things.”  


